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PRIESTHOOD. 


ELDER B. H. RoBerts, in addressing the Young Men's Improvement Asso- 
ciations of the Salt Lake Stake, in the Assembly Hall, Salt Lake City, 
February 23, 1892, upon the subject of “Priesthood, and the Right of 
Succession,” said: There is only one thing I regret connected with the 
appointment of this evening, that is, a great many, and perhaps all, of the 
Mutual Improvement Associations in this city have discontinued their 
regular meetings for the purpose of being present at this meeting ; but I 
trust the importance of the subject to be considered will, in part at least, 
reward us for that rather extraordinary proceeding. 

The subject I propose dealing with this evening is “The Priesthood and 
the Right of Succession.” To stand before an audience of this proportion 
is of itself sufficient to make one’s heart quake. To undertake, before 
such an audience, to deal with a subject so weighty in its importance cer- 
tainly is calculated to add to the perplexity of a speaker, and I do not 
know that at any time in my life I have felt more in need of the assist- 
ance of our Father in heaven and His good Spirit than I do now. 

I have learned, and that by a rather sad experience, the truth of what 
Paul a long time ago declared, that is, that no man knoweth the things of 
God but by the Spirit of God. Under the influence of that Spirit we may 
learn, in part, something pertaining to the things of God. Without it, we 
may despair to arrive at any considerable knowledge in relation to those 
things. Therefore, I earnestly ask you to remember the petition that was 
offered by Brother Geddes in behalf of us all, that the Lord would deign 
to meet with us upon this occasion, and by the outpouring of His Holy 
Spirit enable us to learn something pertaining to this great subject. 

With these remarks we now turn our attention to the subject under 
consideration. In the statement of the subject we are first confronted 
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with the question: What is Priesthood?’ The greater portion of this 
congregation are familiar with the definition the Latter-day Saints have 
learned to give that word. It is Power which God delegates to man, by 
- which man is made the agent of God; by which he may by and in the 
name of God act for Him.” That is Priesthood, as we understand it. 

For the benefit of the younger brethren and sisters who may not grasp 
the full import of these words without illustration, I offer the following: 
There is such a thing known among men as power of attorney. It is 
this: A man possesses property in this city, perhaps real estate, perhaps a 
merchandising establishment—bonds, stocks of various kinds; but he 
does not reside here—his home is at a distance, and he is not able to give 
his personal attention to his business interests in this location ; he there- 
fore selects some man in whom he has confidence, in whose business in- 
tegrity he places great reliance, and he says to him: I wish you to be- 
come my agent, to act for me, to take possession of this property, to 
manipulate it with a view to increasing my wealth. And in order that the 
proceedings may be lawful, and that the people may have confidence in 
your transactions, we will go to a notary public and draw up an instrument 
stating that I give to you this authority, that you shall act for me; and 
it shall be signed, and the seal of the court shall be placed upon it. That 
is done, and the agent, equipped with this power of attorney, goes into 
business circles; he buys, he sells, he makes contracts, signs them, dis- 
poses of property, and purchases other property ; he does whatever his 
judgment dictates as being wise and profitable ; and by whatsoever he 
does, so long as he continues within the lines marked out in this power of 
attorney, the principal is bound. He is compelled in law to respect the 
acts of his agent ; and whatsoever he shall do, when acting under the law, 
is just as good and valid as if the owner of the property himself were per- 
forming the transactions. We call that power of attorney. 

Priesthood is something like that. It is power which God gives to men 
by which they are made His agents ; and when operating in the same way 
that this agent we have been speaking of does, they do whatever they are 
appointed to do by the Lord Almighty ; and so long as they act in accord- 
ance with the law of the Gospel, so long as they act in harmony with the 
prescribed powers of the Priesthood, whatsoever they shal] do is just as 
binding and valid as if the Lord Almighty, from whom they receive or 
derive their authority, had performed the act Himself. 

If a man clothed upon with the Holy Priesthood goes among the nations 
of the earth and preaches the Gospel and induces men to repent of their 
sins, and then takes them down into the waters of baptism and buries 
them in the likeness of Christ’s birth, and brings them up in the likeness 
of Christ's resurrection—thus baptizing them for the remission of their 
sins—that is just as well as if the Lord Jesus Christ Himself administered - 
the ordinance. Or, if in a further pursuance of their duty, they shall lay 
their hands upon the heads of those they have baptized, and confirm them 
members of the Church of Christ, and say, “ Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
that is just as valid as if the Lord Himself had performed that ordinance. 
Hence it comes that we have it written in the Scripture that: Whoso 
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receiveth you — Messiah, speaking of the servants of God—“ receiveth 
me, and he that rejecteth you rejecteth me and Him that sent me.” 
Furthermore, we have it recorded in modern revelation, that “ Whether 
by mine own voice, or the voice of my servants, it is the same.” From 
this you will see how great the power of the Priesthood is; the power 
from God to act in His name for the salvation of the children of men— 
such is Priesthood. I scarcely need to dwell upon the greatness of this 
power, upon its importance, upon its value. Value! Can you value 
it? Can you measure its worth by anything known to the children of 
men! 

It is en 0 amusing to see how self · important a little authority, 
even worldly authority, will make men. Take those for instance who are 
noticed by the kings and queens and emperors of the world those who 
are made ministers and representatives of foreign nations. What airs they 
assume! How important they esteem their position! Why, it causes 
them to don special apparel, that they may be distinguished from the rest 
of their fellows ; and if this were wanting, you can pick them out by the 
extraordinary strut in their walk. They attach very great importance to 
being the representatives of kings and potentates ; and sometimes clothed 
with this little brief authority, as one of our chief poets has said: “They 
play such fantastic tricks before high heaven as make the angels weep.” I 
have wondered sometimes if they do not laugh. Compare this brief 
worldly authority with the Priesthood, what is it? Nay, don’t look 
upon the agents or ministers of kings, but go to the principal, go to the 
king or emperor himself, and what is his authority? A thing which to- 
day is and to-morrow is not. The privilege of waving a scepter for a few 
brief years over a portion of God’s footstool—and a very small portion at 
that — and after a few troubled years of unsatisfied ambition the scepter 
falls from his hand, and the king, like the peasant, passes away. His reign 
is over, his glory at an end. 

Not so with those who receive the authority of which Iam speaking— 
Priesthood. The man who receives that, receives an everlasting inheri- 
tance, an everlasting power, if he will but be true to it; if he will but be 
faithful and continue in righteousness—a thing which will not be stripped 
from him when life shall have run its course. No, the Priesthood is no 
such power as that. But it has been conferred upon men that they may 
be agents of God here in time and agents of God in eternity. The Priest- 
hood that man receives is not laid aside even at death, but follows him 
into the world of spirits, where he may continue to minister to those who 
sit in darkness—to those who have lived upon the earth when the truth 
was obscured in the rubbish of human traditions, and when people wree 
deceived by the cunning and craft of men. There they have the privilege 
of enlightening the minds of their fellows and leading them to the truth, 
as they did here. And when their spirits shall again be reunited with 
their bodies, their Priesthood does not end there, either; but so long as 
time shall last or immortality itself endure, just so long shall this power 
continue with those who are faithful unto it, and they shall have the ever- 


lasting privilege of doing good and being the representatives for God and 
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help Him in the work of redeeming the children of men. I come to this 
conclusion from one of the revelations to the Church through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, which says: “That they of the celestial glory,” speaking of 
the time after the resurrection, “shall minister to those of the terrestrial] 
glory, and they of the terrestrial glory shall minister to those of the 
telestial glory.” And what is the object of this ministration? Why, it 
must be for the purpose of leading the children of men to the truth, of 
taking them by the hand and going higher and still higher in the scale 
of intelligence and of progression, until every son and every daughter of 
God shall receive all the honor, all the glory, all the power and 2 
that it is possible for their natures to encompass. 

Such, then, is the Priesthood we are considering. This Priesthood is 
divided into two great divisions better not say divided, rather say its 
powers are grouped under two great heads: one called the Melchisedek 
and the other the Aaronic. “The power and authority of the lesser or 
Aaronic Priesthood is to hold the keys of the ministering of angels, and 
to administer outward ordinances, the letter of the Gospel, the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins, agreeable to the covenants and com- 
mandments.” The officers in this Priesthood are priests, teachers and 
deacons ; and the bishopric is the presidency of that Priesthood. | 

“The power and authority of the higher or Melchisedec Priesthood is to 
hold the keys of all the spiritual blessings of the Church, to have the 
privilege of receiving the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, to have 
the heavens opened unto them, to commune with the general assembly 
and Church of the firstborn, and to enjoy the communion and presence of 
God the Father, and Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant.” The 
officers of this Priesthood are Apostles, Patriarchs, Seventies, High Priests 
and Elders. 

In the section of the Doctrine and Covenants from which I have been 
reading (section 107), concerning the powers of the Priesthoods, I find it 
said that Of necessity there are presidents, or presiding officers, growing 
out of, or appointed of, or from among those who are ordained to che 
several offices in these two Priesthoods.” I wish to here make a distinc- 
tion between the Priesthood and the rights of presidency over these 
quorums. Presidency is a thing quite distinct from Priesthood itself. It 
is simply an appointment. For instance, a High Priest may be appointed 
a President of a Stake and after a time some circumstance or other may 
arise that makes his resignation necessary. His Priesthood, however, is 
not taken from him by any means, but his appointment has been dis- 


continued. 
[To BE CONTINUED.] 


PERSECUTION UNJUSTIFIABLE. 


Ir is a truism that all men have equal rights to life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness, which rights are inalienable except through their for- 
feiture resulting from the wrongful acts of the individual. This being the 
case, the persecution of any person for his opinions, religious, political, or 
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social, cannot be justified from a natural standpoint. If the individual 
trespasses upon the inherent rights of another, punishment for the tres- 
pass is merited. But punishment is not persecution; the latter is the 
infliction of mental or physical suffering when no overt act has been com- 
mitted to call it forth, and is without justification, being itself a crime 
against the natural rights of man. 

Nor does the fact that a person is wrong in his religious belief, and it 
would be a mercy to set him right, afford an excuse for the employment 
of physical force to make the change which seems desirable. The person 
so situated instinctively realizes that the use of compulsion towards him 
is an unrighteous act, therefore he resists it, and is thus led to adhere 
more closely to the position which has been assailed. Even when a man 
knows he is wrong he will frequently, when an adverse and unjust pres- 
sure is brought to bear upon him, continue in his old way solely through 
the presence of another and possibly greater wrong, which interferes with _ 
the moral agency of the individual. 

Christ warned His followers that they might anticipate persecution. 
„If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you,” said He. The 
opposition brought against Him was because those engaged in it yielded 
to an evil desire. They wanted to exercise sufficient control to induce 
Him to think and believe as they thought and believed; that control 
necessitated the use of force and transcended the bounds of right. The 
Lord knew that the same cause which led to the persecution of Himself 
would also lead to the persecution of those who pursued a like course, in 
any age, therefore He informed His disciples of what they might expect ; 
and in order to save them from the condemnation that rests upon per- 
secutors, He warned them that when they were reviled they were not to 
revile again ; when a crime was committed toward them they were not to 
partake of the criminality by committing a like offense. While this in- 

hibition did not exclude them from justifiable actions in their own defense, 
it did require that no assault should be directed at an antagonist in re- 
venge for an assault made. 

If professing Christians persecute because they have been persecuted ; 
if they exercise harsh dominion because they have been dominated over 
severely, they are worse than those who have less knowledge of true prin- 
ciple, in thus departing from the law given by the divine Master. But 
when those who profess Christianity exercise compulsion over others who 
have made no effort to reduce them into subjection, they are worst of all, 
being thoroughly apostate to the instructions and spirit of Christ. A 
true Christian will endeavor to extricate his fellow creature from error, 
and not add another sin to the darkness that exists; therefore the one 
who commits that sin by persecuting one who differs from him in matters 
of religion is not a Christian, whatever else he might be. The proper way 
for a man to show that his views are right is to manifest their good fruits 
in his practice. 

The New Testament records that persecution followed those who adhered 
to Gospel truths. This historical fact should of itself be sufficient to deter 
professed believers in the Bible from engaging in the persecution of any 
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person, lest they should fall into the same error as those who antagonized 
Christianity in ancient times. But it does not, as we have ample evidence 
in the present day; for persecution for religious belief is still carried on 
by the sectarian world, probably without the exception of a single de- 
nomination, wherever opportunity is found, against the Latter-day Saints. 
If the Saints are thought to be wrong the Christian way would be to con- 
vince them of their error by reason, thus reaching to the intelligence; 
for men, while at times compelled, are never convinced by persecutive 
measures. But the fact that the Saints are violently assailed by revilings 
and denunciations in the press and pulpit, and by mobs, at the instigation 
of and headed by sectarians, shows that the latter possess a very un- 
Christian spirit, and consequently are themselves wrong to that extent at 
least. While the beam of an unjustifiably persecutive inclination obscures 
their own vision they are incompetent to search for defects, imaginary or 
real, in others. J. L. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The town of Limerick was the scene of a number of riots during the election. 
Burley-vale Mills, near Leeds, were destroyed by fire, July 16; loss, £15,000. 


The Senate of the United States has decided that the Chicago World’s Fair shal) be 
closed on Sundays. 


A solid gold brick, weighing 500lbs. and worth $150,000, will be exhibited at the 
World’s Fair, at Chicago, by a Montana mine owner. 


A mistake on the part of a pointsman caused the wreck of a goods train and the death 
of three persons, at Winsfield, Bavaria, on July 16. The pointsman soon afterwards 
committed suicide. 

A mechanic named Stone has accomplished the unprecedented feat of walking across 
the American continent, from San Francisco to New York, in 128 days. The distance 
he traveled was 3264 miles. | 


Excessive rains have caused overflows of rivers in various parts of the United States, 
resulting in great damage to property. Growing crops have been ruined, railway bridges 
swept away, and many lives lost. 

At a meeting of the Manchester City Council, held July 13, it was announced that the 
Ship Canal would not be finished until January, 1894, and that the company would want 
more than the £3,000,000 already voted by the council. 


Mount Etna is still a source of terror and danger to the inhabitants of the surrounding 
country. The streams of lava flowing from it are increasing in size, and threaten to over- 
whelm some of the villages. Great destruction has been caused to the land under culti- 
vation. 


Notwithstanding the strenuous efforts made by the Russian authorities to check the 
spread of cholera, its ravages still continue. Fishing is prohibited in the Volga river 
within the affected district, as it believed that fish dried and sent all over the country 
would spread the germs of cholera. More deaths from this dread disease are also re- 
ported from the suburbs of Paris. 

Since the strict enforcement of the law excluding Chinese from the United States, the 
Japanese have been emigrating to that country in continually increasing numbers, and 
are largely taking the place of white laborers as well as that of the proscribed Chinese. 
As there is not much difference between the two yellow races from an American laborer’s 
point of view, we soon are likely to hear a protest against the heathen Japanese and his 
cheap labor. 
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Eighteen persons were drowned in Peoria Lake, Illinois, U. S.A., July 12, through the 
capsizing of an excursion boat by a cyclone. 

The reputed son of Theodore, the late King of Abyssinia, has been sent to jail at 

Windsor, Berks, for threatening a man’s life. | 

Three men were blown to pieces, July 12, at Helena, Montana, U. A., through the 
lightning striking and exploding a large quantity of dynamite. 

The little sloop Queen, of only 20 tons burden, which, manned by three men, accom- 
panied by a Newfoundland dog, left the Mersey on May 4, arrived in Sierra Leone on 
June 23. 

The mining war in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, U. S. A., resulted in the arrest of 5600 miners 
by the soldiers. Some of the strikers, however, are still at large in the mountains, and, 
being well armed, may give some trouble before peace is fully restored. 

Negotiations between the International Navigation Company and Great Britain for 
the transfer of the steamers City of Paris and City of New York to the American 
Registry have been completed, and these vessels in future will fly the American flag. 

Cholera riots have occurred in Astrakhan, Russia, chiefly due to the culpable careless- 
ness of the municipality who ordered the removal of patients in wretched carta like pack- 
ing cases. A mob of about 10,000 persons pillaged shops and attacked the cholera 
hospital, committing horrible atrocities upon some of the inmates. 

Tranquility now prevails at Messrs. Carnegie and Co.’s works at Homestead, but no 
attempt has yet been made to start the works, although many non-unionists have arrived. 
Efforts are being made to induce the strikers to resume work, and Messrs. Carnegie have 
the names of 215 of the rioters, who will be prosecuted as accessories to the murder of the 
detectives. 

The character of Christopher Columbus has lately been the subject of keen criticism in 
consequence of the great interest awakened by the coming World’s Fair in Chicago in 
honor of the discovery of America. The Pope has just issued an encyclical letter, citing 
historical evidence in proof of the great explorer’s religious character, and reviewing the 
leading incidents of his life. 

On the night of July 11, a slide from the glacier which slants from the Dome Gouter 
mountains, Switzerland, fell into the bed of the torrent immediately above the village of 
Bionnay, and for a time completely dammed it up. The dam finally gave way, and the 
village was overwhelmed by the tremendous body of waters, which then swept down to 
the bath establishments at St. Gervais, carrying away the greater part of the buildings 
and wrecking the hamlet of Le Fayet. Many of the employers and guests at the baths 
were drowned, and a total loss of 160 lives is reported. The guides who were sent up the 
mountain to ascertain the cause of the accident report that another glacier has fallen, 
which demolished a mill and killed fifteen people. 

An Athenian professor of mathematics named Damaskin has invented an ice locomotive 
which he expects will carry him to the North Pole. He has given an order for the con- 
struction of a large locomotive after his pattern, and is now calling for volunteers to 
accompany him to the Arctic Ocean, The locomotive is to have a unique arrangement 
by which it lays and takes up the rails as it runs. Short spikes on the under side of the 
rails will make the latter temporarily fast in the ice. The locomotive will be operated by 
steam, and at the same time will throw out enough heat to keep them from suffering from 
cold. One cab, attached to the locomotive, is to carry the provisions for the exploring 
party. The locomotive and cab will be conveyed in parts to Spitzbergen, Prof. Damaskin 
says, and will there be put together. It will then be run for the North Pole at the rate 
of 30 miles an hour. As Spitzbergen is about 600 miles from the North Pole, Prof. Dam- 
askin expects to reach his destination in 20 hours. He allows 8 hours for his observations 
and 20 hours for returning, so that the whole trip, Spitzbergen and return, will be made 
in just two days. Prof, Damaskin hopes to be ready to start on the journey late in 
September or early in October. | 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JULY 25, 1892. 


SEEKING FOR KNOWLEDGE. 


A SHORT time ago our attention was directed to a question that had been 
asked by a person who desired to know if the law of progression applies 
to our heavenly Father, or is His position such that He can make no ad- 
vancement. The enquiry suggests a few thoughts in relation to the 
intense desire manifested by many to acquire information, and the neces- 
sity of properly controlling and directing this desire, so that it may be 
productive of the best results. 

Generally speaking, a desire to acquire knowledge is commendable, and 
it is never so praiseworthy as when it is exerted to obtain a knowledge of 
the things of God ; for the Savior has said: “And this is life eternal, that 
they may know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast 
sent” (John xvii: 3). There are many kinds of knowledge that are use- 
ful to man and worthy of his study, but the most important of all is that 
which will secure to him eternal life and salvation. To make satisfactory 
progress in this direction we must be assisted by the Holy Spirit; For 
what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
God” (1 Cor. ii: 11). Without this divine aid we will be found among 
those described by the Apostle as ever learning, but never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. iii: 7). 

Again, in seeking for knowledge it is wise to avail ä of the best 
text books, and the most competent teachers of the subject in hand. If 
we wish to learn the things of God, we must be taught by Him. Our text 
books should be the record of His revelations. The prophet Isaiah said: 
To the law and to the testimony: If they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in them“ (Isaiah viii: 20). Our Savior 
confirmed it when He told the people to “search the Scriptures.” The 
opinions and theories of uninspired men should be discarded. That which 
God reveals is a safe and solid rock upon which to stand. But the objector 
may say: “Should we not exercise the intelligence which God has given 
us?’ Certainly; and we will find abundant scope for it in the revelations 
which He has given. When we have learned all that the Divine Teacher 
has taught, we can consistently ask for more. Until then let us be con- 
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tent with what we have. This does not prevent us from seeking light 
upon any principle that has been revealed, for we are told, “If any of you 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God” (James i: 5). He is as willing to aid us in 
our search for divine knowledge as we are to teach our children ; but how 
often we have to curb their impatient curiosity and give to them the ad- 
vice that the Apostle Paul gave to Titus, when he told him to “avoid 
foolish questions.” Probably few men live up to the light they already 
have, or that which is within their power to obtain. They who do so are 
as perfect in their sphere as heavenly beings are in theirs, for they are 
doing all they can, and angels can do no more. There are many things 
that could be revealed from heaven that we could not understand, for 
man's intelligence, great as it is, has its limits here in mortality. If any 
doubt this, let him try to comprehend the duration of eternity or the im- 
mensity of space, and he will at once acknowledge that there are heights 
beyond his reach and ideas too vast for his comprehension. Neither can 
we comprehend any limit to the glory and power, the wisdom and intelli- 
gence of the Creator, for they are infinite. An attempt to do so would not 
be a legitimate search for knowledge, but the prompting of a useless 
curiosity that cannot be gratified. We would recommend all such to read 
the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth chapters of the book of Job. 

A very simple but important rule that we should observe in acquiring 
knowledge is to commence at the beginning, and work steadily upward. 

We must master first principles to be fitted for the study of those more 
advanced. We cannot learn to read without a knowledge of the alphabet, 
nor can we become mathematicians if we neglect to learn the simple rules 
of arithmetic. Experience teaches us that to mount a ladder or to climb 
a mountain we must start at the base, and, step by step, work gradually 
to the top. Soin the study of divine truth, we must not be anxious to 
learn it all at once, lest we become bewildered. It is dangerous to venture 
into deep water until we learn to swim. We should be content to learn 
precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little, and there a little.” This 
may be deemed a slow method of procedure, but it is an exceedingly safe 
one. That which is learned should be learned thoroughly, for in this, as 
in many other things, “ the race is not to the swift.” The questions that 
we sometimes hear would indicate that the querists are either very far 
advanced in theology, or that they have failed to observe this useful rule 
and have commenced too high up. 

We should carefully guard against a love for the wonderful and mys- 
terious, which often assumes the garb of a genuine desire for knowledge. 
The substance of truth is preferable to the shadow of speculation. In the 
season of childhood our imagination and curiosity outstrip our reason, but 
when we become men we should “put away childish things.” The world 
has ever been too fond of speculation and theory, and too neglectful of 
the first principles and practice of true religion. The teachings of the in- 
spired servants of God have always been of a plain, practical nature, per- 
fectly adapted to the condition and requirements of mankind. 

The missionaries of the Latter-day Saints are abroad in the land for the 


purpose of teaching the first principles of the Gospel, and administering 
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in the ordinances thereof. This is our calling, and we have no inclination 
nor authority to go beyond it. To the honest in heart we offer the same 
promise made by our Savior when He said: “My doctrine is not mine, but 
His that sent me. If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself” (John vii: 
16, 17). His will is the same now as it was then—that we exercise faith, 
repent of our sins, be baptized for the remission of them, and receive the 
Holy Ghost from those who have authority to impart it. Not until these 
conditions have been complied with ean our search for divine knowledge 
be crowned with success. . G. O. 


OccASIONALLY, an idea has been expressed that the missionary work of 
the Latter-day Saints in foreign lands would soon cease, and the Elders 
be called home. At the services held in Provo Tabernacle on Sunday, 
June 26, one of the speakers gave public expression to this opinion, and 
said that in a conversation between himself and President Woodruff the 
latter had expressed similar views. These remarks having been published 
in the Provo nguirer, the following correction was promptly made by 
President Woodruff in a letter directed to the editor of the Inguirer, and 
published in that paper on June 29. 


Dear sir :—In the report of the Provo Tabernacle services, as contained 
in your paper on the 27th inst., one of the speakers is reported as follows: 
“The time is short when the * of the world will have an opportunity 
to hear the Gospel. President Woodruff had informed the speaker that a 
short time after the Salt Lake Temple is dedicated the missionaries would 
be called home.“ I beg leave to inform your readers that this language in 
no wise reflects my mind with regard to the preaching of the Gospel to the 
inhabitants of the earth; but that, on the r it is my belief that 
our labors will continue in this direction, and that, too, with greater 
— and power, until the coming of the Son of Man. Respectfully 
your Brother, W. WoopRvrFF. SALT Lake Crrr, June 28, 1892. 


To this we add the following timely comments of the Deseret News: 


This will be sufficient for the Latter-day Saints regarding President 
Woodruff’s views on this subject. We have no idea that the speaker in- 
tentionally misrepresented the President, or that the Hngwrer had any 
other motive than to report correctly what was said at the services. But 
there has evidently been a mistake and it is proper that the error should 
be corrected. There have been rumors at different times that the foreign 
missions were to be closed up and the Elders withdrawn from abroad 
Also that some new and startling occurrences would mark certain times 
and events in the history of the Church. These reports have usually 
turned out to be incorrect. The Church has continued the work of the 
ministry and the even tenor of its way, without any sudden revolutions 
or convulsions, or violent changes of policy or purpose. Remarks made by 
its leading authorities are sometimes misapprehended, and enthusiastic 
speakers occasionally go to extremes and attach added importance and 
r to simple expressions of opinion. But great care should be 
taken lest, even without intention, the words of our leaders be mis- 
construed and the people thereby be led astray. That the Gospel is to be 

reached “first to the Gentiles and then to the Jews,” is — y declared 
in the revelations to the Church. Also that “the times of the Gentiles” 
are about to be fulfilled, and that “the fullness of the Gentiles” will come 
in. But that the Elders are to continue their efforts to warn and save 
mankind until the coming of the Son of Man, is also in accordance with 
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holy writ, and President Woodruff’s statement on this is both positive and 
timely; e Salt Lake Temple, we hope and expects will be completed at 
the time appointed and be duly dedicated to the Lord. It will be one more 
monument to the faith and diligence of the Latter-day Saints. It will be 
another means of linking the living to the dead and of welding the t 
chain of the Priesthood which will eventually bind the powers of evil. It 
will bring increase of blessing and influence for good, and hasten the pro- 
gress of the work of redemption. But we do not know that it will com- 
mence any “new epoch in the history of the Saints,” nor bring about an 
sudden or remarkable change affecting either the Church or the world. 
On these and kindred matters every man is entitled to his own opinions. 
But they should be given in that light, and the utmost care should be 
taken not to state thein as the views of others or to add to their import- 
ance by stamping them with the seal of authority. 


RELEASES.—Elder George Osmond is honorably released from his labors 
as President of the London Conference, to return home. 

Elder L. Person is honorably released from his labors in the Scandina- 
vian Mission, to return home. : 7 


BIRMINGHAM CoNFERENCE.—The Birmingham Conference will be held 
on Sunday, July 31, at meeting house, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, 
Hockley. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


THE FAITH OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 463.] 
I say to all this congregation, we are the children of God. Our time on 
earth is short. We must all meet before the judgment seat of Christ, to 
give an account for the deeds done in the body, and then those who have 
obeyed the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and received the witness of 
His Spirit, and have sanctified themselves before God, will shine like the 
sun in the firmament, no matter how much they were despised, and mis- 
represented, and oppressed on earth. They will enter into the celestial 
glory, which is the highest of all. Others will occupy the terrestial glory, 
which is like the glory of the moon compared with that of the sun. Still 
others, and they more numerous, will have a glory that is as the glory of 
the stars, and as one star differs from another star in glory so also will it 
be with them in the resurrection from the dead. If you want a celestial 
glory ; if you want to obtain a crown in the kingdom of the Father, seek 
unto the Lord, call upon Him; ask Him as I did, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
to manifest to you whether He has in very deed opened up the communi- 
cation again that has been so long lost between thie heavens and the earth ; 
ask Him whether Joseph Smith was His servant ; ask Him if this Gospel 
that the Latter-day Saints have received, and as a witness to which they 
are gathered here in these mountain heights, is indeed the Gospel of the 
kingdom.“ If you will do this in sincerity of heart, and in faith believing 
that God will give you an answer, He will reveal it to you. And if He 
does, beware that you do not reject it and turn away from it, and shut 
your eyes to the light; for “this is condemnation, that light has come 
into the world and men love. darkness rather than light, because their 
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deeds are evil.” Is it not true that Christ said, Ask and ye shall receive, 
seek and ye shall find, knock and the door shall be opened unto you.” 
Joseph Smith did that and he received his answer. The Lord appeared to 
him and made a Prophet of him, and he has laid the foundations of this 
work, and the Gospel of the kingdom that he has introduced is being 
preached in all the world, and will be as a witness until the Lord shall 
come. | 
I pray God to bless this congregation, and bless the words and testimony 
that I have offered, and may we all be guided in the way of everlasting 
life, and obtain the rich inheritance of the one true religion, and be 
crowned with celestial glory in the presence of our God. This is my 
prayer through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

President Wilford Woodruff said: I feel disposed to occupy a few 
moments in bearing testimony to the principles presented unto us by 
Elder Penrose. He has referred to the freedom of the soul, to the freedom 
of the mind of the Latter-day Saints toward other people. I traveled with 
Joseph Smith thousands of miles; have been associated with him and 
with the Apostles of our Church almost since its organization. I have 
heard Joseph Smith say in public and in private that if he were the 
emperor of the world, and had control of every human being on the face 
of the earth, he would give every man, woman and child the fullest liberty 
to enjoy their religion, and sustain them in it, let that religion be what it 
might. Those are my sentiments. We have no contention with any man 
on earth because of his religion. Joseph Smith’s argument upon this sub- 
ject was this: There is no emperor, no monarch, no king, no president 
breathing the breath of life on earth who has created his subjects. They 
are the creatures of God; He created them; they are His children. 
Therefore, neither emperor, president, king nor ruler has the right to 
deprive any of his subjects of the right of worshiping God according to 
their consciences, for they are held responsible and accountable to their 
Creator for their religion, and not to man. 

If I had the control of fifty tabernacles, and any preachers of the 
Gospel, from any sect under heaven, who had not tabernacles or temples 
of their own to go into to give their views, I would be perfectly willing 
they should occupy them. If there is a sect or a man on the face of the 
earth who has got a truth I do not possess, I want it. Why? Because I 
am going into the spirit world, the same as you are. The men whom I 
was acquainted with in early days in this Church have almost all passed 
away, and I shall follow them very soon myself. This whole congregation, 
with all the Christian world, have to pass, in a few years, to the other side 
of the veil. Then deception will not answer nor be of any benefit to me. 
Any false testimony I may give, or anything I may do subversive of the 
will of God towards His creature, man, I shall be held accountable for 
before the bar of Almighty God, and so will every other man. Therefore, 
while we accord to every man the right to enjoy his own religion, to be- 
lieve what he pleases and worship as he sees fit, we claim, as Latter-day 
Saints, the same privilege. This is a fundamental doctrine of our faith. 
What Brother Penrose has said here to-day is true. : 
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The Latter-day Saints are somewhat peculiar from other religious 
denominations; one of their peculiarities is this, that no man knows when 
he comes into this Tabernacle who is going to speak here. This is true, as 
a general thing. This is my personal experience. I have traveled one 
hundred and sixty thousand miles in the last sixty years of my life. I 
have been in the Church about that length of time. I have traveled 
among the nations of the earth, the islands of the sea and in my own 
country. I have preached the Gospel, and I have never known, whenever 
I arose to speak to the people, what I was going to say. I have been de- 
pendent upon the inspiration of Almighty God, as have all the Elders in 
this Church. Brother Penrose has remarked concerning our manner of 
preaching. Whom has the Lord called, from the creation of the world, to 
do this work? He has called, in a great measure, the weak things of this 
world. You may trace this in the whole history of the dealings of God 
with men. When He wanted a king in Israel, He chose a boy—David, one 
of the sons of Jesse. Who were the Apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
whom He chose to stand by Him and to preach the Gospel? They were 
illiterate fishermen. Men in this day have been called from the plow, the 
plane and the hammer, and the various occupations of life, and thrust into 
the vineyard of the Lord. Why have they gone? Because they knew for 
themselves—every man has known who has embraced this Gospel and 
done his duty—that he has had to depend upon the Lord. That is the 
only dependence that we have. I never in my life, except in one or two 
instances in my early preaching, attempted to prepare anything to say to 
the congregation, and when I did I never touched the subject at all. 

I will say to our friends who are present, you see a city here, you see a 
tabernacle here. How did this come about? I came here with President 
Young, in 1847. We found a barren desert—as barren as the desert of 
Sahara. It was in keeping with the name it bore—the Great American 
Desert. How is it to-day? There is a city here, and we are building a 
Temple. We go into temples to attend to ordinances for the living and 
the dead, as has been told us to-day? These Elders of Israel have been 
called by the power of God to go forth into the world and preach to their 
fellowmen, and they have promised them in the name of Jesus Christ that 
all who received this Gospel should receive the Holy Ghost. If this were 
not true, and the men and women they baptized received not the Holy 
Ghost, could they not have found it out before this time? Had not the 
Lord Almighty backed up this testimony of His humble servants, Utah 
to-day would be as barren as we found it in 1847, so far as the Latter-day 
Saints are concerned. But by the power of God men have received this, 
and by His power they have been gathered here. 

I will say another thing. The prophecies of Isaiah would have fallen 
unfulfilled, as well as the prophecies of many other Prophets, had not 
these things taken place. Since the creation of man the Lord has never 
brought judgment upon any generation, upon any city, town or country, 
that I have ever read of, whenever they have been ripened in iniquity, 
until He has fully warned them by men raised up for that purpose, and 
they have rejected those men. Take those ancient cities, when they be- 
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came ripened in iniquity, the Lord raised up humble, honest men to warn 
kings, rulers, and those that inhabited those cities, that the judgments of 
God would overtake them if they did not repent. Read the history of 
Thebes, of Tyre, of Sidon, of Nineveh, of Memphis, and of Babylon the 
great, built to defy all power but God Himself. All that the Prophets 
prophesied unto them came to pass to the very letter. There is not a 
Christian, a Jew, a “ Mormon,” or an infidel, or any body else, can point 
to a prophecy or a revelation contained in the Bible by any man of God 
sent to any of these cities but what has had its fulfillment. Babylon itself 
was overthrown, and, in fact, it has been so covered by the drifting sands 
of the desert that man can hardly find its foundations to-day. © 

I wish to say to the Church and to the gentlemen and ladies who visit 
us, that we believe we are living in one of the most important genera- 
tions God ever gave to man. Read the revelations of St. John. Read the 
revelations of Isaiah and the other Prophets. Are they going to fall un- 
fulfilled ? I tell you nay! they will come to pass. I will say as one man 
who has lived a considerable length of time, as men count time, that the 
great change I see taking place in the world has an effect upon my mind, 
because in it I see the fulfillment of these revelations of God. I lived in 
Farmington, Connecticut. I received my first teachings under Dr. Porter, 
and under Dr. Haws, of Hartford. They were two reverend gentlemen, 
learned men, and they taught according to the light and knowledge of 
their day and generation. I used to have peculiar, feelings, and I would 
ask these gentlemen questions. Said I, Why is it that you don't contend 
for the faith once delivered to the Saints? How is it that you don’t have 


those gifts and graces tbat were manifest in the days of Christ and His 


Apostles?” They told me that these things were given in the dark ages of 
the world, to convince the children of men that Jesus was the Christ. But 
said they, we are now living in the blaze of the great Gospel light, and we 
don’t need them. Now, I did not believe that then; I don’t believe it 
now. That kind of argument I could not comprehend. I agree with 
Brother Penrose that whenever the Lord has a Church upon the earth, 
and that Church receives the Gospel of Christ, and they enjoy the Holy 
Ghost, every gift and grace that ever did belong to the Church of God be- 
longs to that Church, no matter who they are nor in what age of the world 
they live. These things are true to day, and have been manifest since the 
organization of this Church. 

We have been called and commanded of God to preach the Gospel of 
Christ, or be under condemnation. The Gospel of Christ does not injure 
anybody. But there is one strange thing with regard to the inhabitants 
of the earth and the Church of Christ. The Apostles, Prophets and lead- 
ing men in every age of the world, if they tried to live godly in Christ 
Jesus, became unpopular. Even Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who came 
to redeem the world, follow him from the manger to the cross, through 
suffering mingled with blood, to the throne of grace, and was he popular ? 
No, He was not. Were the Apostles popular? They were not. The Jews 
and Gentiles not only crucified the Savior, but put to death every Apostle 
and every man that bore the Priesthood in that day and time, excepting 
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John the Revelator. So in all ages they have been unpopular. So was 
Joseph Smith. He laid down his life for the word of God and testimony 
of Jesus Christ. He has gone into the spirit world, and he will receive his 
reward there. He was a Prophet of God. He laid the foundation of a 
great work. It is by that same power that we are here to-day, and the 
hand of God is in all these matters. We wish to do all the good we can 
what little time we spend in the flesh, and I feel in my heart to say, God 
bless you, God bless my friends and those who visit us, and bless all men 
that try to do what is right. As long as we do what is right we will re- 
ceive the blessings of God. As has been said here to-day, every man, 
except the sons of perdition, will receive some kind of salvation. There 
is one glory of the sun, there is another glory of the moon, there is another 
glory of the stars, and as one star differs from another star in glory, so 
also will it be in the resurrection. All of us will be judged according to 
the deeds done in the body. We have but a little time to live upon the 
earth. If we live to be a hundred years old, it is a very short span when 
compared with eternity. We are here upon a mission, and a few of us 
have been called to labor in preaching the Gospel. We have done what 
we could in this matter, that our garments * be clean from the blood 
of all men. 

1 pray that the spirit of the Lord may guide and direct us, and give us 
wisdom in all that we do, that when we go into the presence of God we 
may be counted worthy to receive salvation and eternal life, for Jesus’ 
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UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
A fire in Logan, Cache County, on June 30, destroyed property to the amount of 
$30,000, partly insured. 

Many Salt Lake citizens are seeking health, pleasure and coolness in the beautiful 
canyons of the mountains during the hot season. 

A man named Everman committed suicide in Salt Lake City, June 28, by shooting 
himself through the head. He had been a soldier and was honorably os and 
occasionally gave way to strong drink. 

In Ogden, June 28, Mrs. Eborn was another victim of the fatal practice of pouring coal 
oil upon a fire to facilitate cooking. The poor woman was dreadfully burnt by the inevit- 
able explosion and barely escaped with her life. 

An extensive bed of onyx has been found near Delhi, Utah County, by Mr. Cedarstrom 
of that place. He states that there is more than 100 tons in sight, and that the stone is 
purer than the finest Mexican onyx. 

Professer L. F. Monch has resigned the position of Principal of the Weber Stake 
Academy, on account of failing health. He has been known and appreciated for many 
years as one of the most faithful and efficient teachers in Utah. 

George J. Smuin, son of Bishop Smuin, of Lynn ward, Weber County, was drowned 
in Ogden river, July 4. He was an exemplary young man, about nineteen years of age, 
and was out on a pleasure excursion with a number of young companions in Ogden 
canyon. He proposed a bath in the river, the water of which was intensely cold, and, 
setting the example, was almost immediately carried away, and it was only after great 
efforts that his lifeless body was recovered. 
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